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HOW TO USE THIS 02

How to use this

The hard part of a conference like this is not finding a
restaurant, it’s picking the right room for the right partner,
with a time limit, a headcount that keeps changing, and
eight hundred other people from the conference walking the
same four blocks.

I live here, and now you have a local’s advice. These are the restaurants
we would actually attend during the conference. A restaurant can be
excellent and still be the wrong call at 6:00 on Wednesday with a partner
who has a 9:00 flight.

Every entry answers the same practical questions: when we would use it,
why, and what can go wrong.

WHAT IS DELIBERATELY MISSING

Several famous Philadelphia restaurants are absent on purpose, and page

13 says which ones and why.

THREE MISTAKES WE WATCH PEOPLE MAKE EVERY YEAR

READING A CARD

M W Open days. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday. A
struck letter means closed that day. Monday
closes a third of this city and it is the single most
expensive thing to get wrong here.

RITTENHOUSE Zone. Center City is a grid. Learn the six zones
on page 4 and you can improvise without
opening this again.

12 to 14 min Walk. Practical walking minutes from the Loews
entrance, not a mapping estimate. A fifteen
minute walk to Rittenhouse beats a car at 5:30.

Spend. Roughly what one person costs, food
and a drink, before tax and tip. One mark is
under thirty dollars, two is thirty to sixty, three is
sixty to a hundred and twenty, four is above that.

✦ Anchor. A room that works at more than one
time of day. Learn these five and you can cover
most of the week.

Vegetarian. The kitchen has real vegetarian
options rather than a side salad. Menus move,
so confirm when you book.

BEFORE YOU RELY ON IT

Hours, private room capacities, cancellation terms, and reservation platforms
change. This is a planning document, not a live feed. Confirm anything that

matters within a few days of the meeting, and confirm private rooms in writing.

WHY WE MADE THIS We know how much work goes into planning for a conference. We figured we’d help make things a little easier.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.

Planning a Monday restaurant without checking. The summit
opens on the one night a third of this city is closed. It is the most
common and most avoidable failure of the week.

1

Treating a coffee shop as a meeting room. Expecting to get seats at
a popular coffee shop. Have a backup seating location, like a nearby
hotel lobby.

2

Waiting on the hard reservations. Zahav releases four weeks out and

is gone the same morning. By the time the agenda is final it is too late.

3

T
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If you only read one page
Our five default calls.

TAKE WHY IT RISES BACKUP

Breakfast The Wayward One to three minutes, daily from 6:30, and a table you can book. Gran Caffe L’Aquila

Coffee La Colombe, Dilworth The fastest recognizable handoff in Center City. Vernick Coffee Bar

Lunch Darling Jack’s Tavern Five minutes, same day tables, no wrong answers on the menu. Parc

Drinks Library Bar Built for two people to sit and hear each other. Darling Jack’s

Dinner Gran Caffe L’Aquila Upscale, but not stuffy, Italian Kalaya

Book three things now
One dinner that matters, one room that can absorb a group, and one quiet place for a drink. For Philadelphia that is Gran Caffe or Vetri, then Barclay

Prime or Estia, then Library Bar. Everything else can be decided the morning of.

Then, by situation

You cannot leave the building The Wayward One to three minutes. As fast as staying in, without the conference in the
room.

The headcount changed again Gran Caffe L’Aquila Books from two to a hundred, all three nights.

A vegetarian, an allergy, and a steak Spice Finch Mezze and shares. Nobody negotiates.

It has to be Monday Vetri, Kalaya, Talula’s Monday closes a third of this city. These three do not.

They read restaurant press Kalaya or Zahav Zahav is an icon. Kalaya will leave lasting memories.

Showing gratitude to a long time partner The Dandelion, Lacroix,
Barclay Prime

Composed rooms, nothing to explain.

You want the room to do the work Butcher and Singer, Vetri Historic and cozy rooms are this city’s version of a view.

Four people and it might become six Loch Bar Takes reservations, absorbs the extra chair.

It absolutely cannot go wrong Vernick Fish Daily, composed, reservable, private room on request.

THE ONE RULE Although they’re a little further away, the restaurants around Rittenhouse are worth the walk. 

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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How the city is laid out
For this conference, these are the parts of Philadelphia that matter.

ZONE FROM LOEWS WHAT IS THERE WHEN TO USE IT

Market East 0 to 7 min Reading Terminal, La Colombe, The Wayward,
Darling Jack’s, Double Knot, Alpen Rose

Compressed schedules and no transit at all

Midtown Village 5 to 8 min Darling Jack’s, Double Knot, Alpen Rose The 13th Street strip, closest real dinner options

Washington Square 8 to 14 min Vetri Cucina, Talula’s Garden Close dinners that still feel like a decision

Rittenhouse 12 to 18 min Gran Caffe, Parc, Dandelion, Library Bar,
Lacroix, Barclay Prime, Butcher and Singer,
Spice Finch, Loch Bar

Polish, private rooms, conservative partners

Logan Square 12 to 15 min Vernick Coffee Bar, Vernick Fish Executive tone and hotel event infrastructure

Old City and Society
Hill

Short ride High Street, Zahav Food forward and prestige, Tuesday and Wednesday

Fishtown 10 to 15 min
ride

Kalaya When dinner is the statement

South Philadelphia 10 to 20 min
ride

John’s Roast Pork, Angelo’s The specialty run, and only that

WALK OR RIDE

Center City is a grid and the blocks are short. Rittenhouse is a flat fifteen
minutes from the lobby and the walk beats a car between 4:30 and 6:30,
when the same eight hundred people are all trying to leave at once. Ride
for Fishtown, Society Hill, and South Philadelphia. Walk for everything
else.

WEATHER IN EARLY OCTOBER

Mild days, evenings in the fifties, and a real chance of rain. Sidewalk
seating is usually still up. Bring a jacket if the evening involves a courtyard
or a walk back, which most of them do.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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The Monday problem
This summit opens on a Monday. A third of the restaurants you are thinking about
will be closed.

CLOSED MONDAY, OCTOBER 5

High Street

Zahav

Middle Child

Vernick Food and Drink

If a Monday plan depends on any of these, it is not a plan. High Street and
Zahav are the two that catch people, because both are on every Philadelphia
list and neither opens the day the conference starts.

OPEN ALL THREE NIGHTS

• Vetri Cucina

• Kalaya

• Talula’s Garden

• Vernick Fish

• Gran Caffe L’Aquila

• Spice Finch

• The Wayward

• Lacroix

• Barclay Prime

• Butcher and Singer

• Alpen Rose

• Darling Jack’s

• Parc

• The Dandelion

• Library Bar

• Loch Bar

• Double Knot

• La Colombe

• Vernick Coffee Bar

Reading Terminal is only half open until Wednesday
The Pennsylvania Dutch and Amish merchants drive in from Lancaster County and trade Wednesday through Saturday. On Monday and Tuesday the
northwest corner is closed, which means no Beiler’s doughnuts, no Dutch Eating Place, no Fisher’s pretzels. DiNic’s and most of the rest are open all

week, so the roast pork run still works, but if you are walking a guest through the market for the full effect, do it Wednesday.

Closing times matter as much as closing days
Spice Finch stops serving around 9:00 on weeknights.

Book in this order

TODAY High Street Sixty day window. Already taking reservations.

NOW Vernick Food and Drink,
Friday Saturday Sunday

Monthly releases. Watch the date, not the week.

FOUR WEEKS OUT, TO THE
DAY

Zahav Published release time. This is the one people miss.

AS SOON AS THE PLAN IS
SET

Vetri, Kalaya, Vernick Fish,
Talula’s, Gran Caffe, Library
Bar, private rooms

Everything here is bookable now and gone later.

TEN DAYS BEFORE Everything Recheck hours, closures, cancellation terms, and the reservation
path.

SET ONE REMINDER Zahav opens reservations four weeks ahead to the day, and it is the single booking on this page that people miss.
Put it in your calendar for the exact release time rather than the week. Everything else here forgives a few days of

hesitation.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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The walking meeting
A walking meeting is one of the easiest ways to get someone out of conference
mode. We use it when a conversation has stalled or needs more privacy than a
restaurant can give you.

ROUTE LENGTH WHAT IT IS GOOD FOR

Dilworth Park and City Hall 10 to 15 min The lowest friction reset in the city. Ends at La Colombe if you want coffee in hand.

Reading Terminal loop 15 to 20 min Two minutes from the lobby and it gives an out of town guest immediate Philadelphia texture.

Washington Square 20 to 25 min The quietest walk and talk downtown. Ends near Talula’s.

Rittenhouse Square approach 25 to 35 min Walks you out of the conference and into the polish zone. Ends at Parc or the Dandelion.

CENTER CITY, AND WHERE THE TWENTY TWO ARE

Reading Terminal

The Wayward

Dilworth Park, La Colombe

Vernick Fish, Vernick Coffee Bar

Gran Caffe, Loch Bar

Rittenhouse Square: Lacroix, Library Bar

Parc, Barclay Prime, Dandelion

Spice Finch

Butcher and Singer

Darling Jack’s, Double Knot, Alpen Rose

Vetri Cucina

Talula’s Garden

High Street

Zahav

LOEWS

BROAD

MARKET STREET

VINE

WALNUT ST

SOUTH

WASHINGTON SQ

ABOUT TEN MINUTES ON FOOT

FISHTOWN, KALAYA ↗

SOUTH PHILADELPHIA ↓WEST EAST, THE DELAWARE

Numbered streets climb as you go west, so Rittenhouse is the high teens and Old City is single digits. Market Street is the spine and Broad is the cross. Almost everything inside the
dashed line is a walk. Kalaya, and the roast pork run to South Philadelphia, are the exceptions worth a car.

WHY THIS WORKS HERE Philadelphia is unusually good for this. The blocks are short, the grid is legible, and four of the best walks start

within two minutes of the hotel doors.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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Breakfast and coffee
Screened for seating, proximity, and whether a real conversation is plausible
before 9:00.

The Wayward M T W

MARKET EAST 1 to 3 min

CLOSEST FULL SERVICE

Hotel dining room cooking, American, built around a plated breakfast
rather than a buffet steam table.

USE IT FOR

The 8:00 meeting you confirmed at 7:45. Full breakfast daily from 6:30, a table
you can reserve, and close enough that nobody leaves early to make a 9:00
session.

WATCH

Breakfast ends at 10:00, and the room is open plan. Not the place for numbers
you would not say in an elevator.

BOOK  Resy

✦ La Colombe, Dilworth Park M T W

MARKET EAST 5 to 7 min

FAST COFFEE

Coffee from the roaster that started in Philadelphia in 1994 and became
the city’s export. Get the draft latte if you have never had one.

USE IT FOR

The handoff. Fifteen minutes, two coffees. Everyone knows the name, it sits
between the hotel and City Hall.

WATCH

Seating is luck. Don’t walk in expecting to get a seat.

BOOK  Walk in

✦ Gran Caffe L’Aquila M T W

RITTENHOUSE 14 to 16 min

SEATED BREAKFAST

Abruzzese, with the most serious Italian coffee and gelato program in the
city. The gelato is made in house by a world championship gelato maker and
the wine list runs deep into central Italy.

USE IT FOR

A breakfast that is actually a meeting. Limited, but excellent, breakfast menu,
great coffee. 

WATCH

More cafe volume than private club. Book it when the conversation matters.

BOOK  OpenTable to four. Direct for five or more

Vernick Coffee Bar M T W

LOGAN SQUARE 12 to 14 min

WORKROOM POLISHED

Greg Vernick’s cafe, from the same kitchen that runs Vernick Fish. Pastry in
the morning, a short sharp lunch menu after.

USE IT FOR

A seated ninety minutes with a laptop open and no rush. Table service in a
serious room, then a compact lunch menu if the meeting runs long.

WATCH

Weekdays only, and lunch service stops at 2:30.

BOOK  Reservation form on the restaurant site

Lacroix M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

CONSERVATIVE PRIVATE ROOMS

Modern American in a hotel dining room that takes breakfast seriously. The
Sunday brunch is an institution.

USE IT FOR

Breakfast with a partner who would find anything trendier a distraction. Daily
breakfast, composed service, and two private rooms in the same building if the
party grows.

WATCH

The longest morning walk in this guide. Leave twenty minutes.

BOOK  Hotel site or OpenTable

Parc M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

RECOGNIZABLE BRASSERIE

Stephen Starr’s French brasserie, the closest thing Philadelphia has to a
Paris cafe. Steak frites, onion soup, a real baguette, and a raw bar.

USE IT FOR

Always a solid choice. You can never go wrong with Parc. Perfect for any
company. Service that does not slow down.

WATCH

Loud and busy at peak. Ask for something out of the way, not the middle.

BOOK  OpenTable

THE MORNING CALL Use The Wayward when the clock is the constraint. La Colombe is a handoff, not a meeting, so do not book
anything consequential there. If you need a real workroom and can spend the walk, Vernick Coffee Bar is the only

room here with table service and a laptop friendly table.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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Lunch and daytime
For a 45 to 90 minute lunch that does not require a planning exercise.

Darling Jack’s Tavern M T W

MIDTOWN VILLAGE 5 min

DEFAULT LOW FRICTION

American tavern with an Italian American lean. LaFrieda smash burger,
wood fired pizza, roast chicken, pasta.

USE IT FOR

The lunch you do not want to think about. Five minutes out the door, a menu
with no wrong answers, and a table you can get the same morning.

WATCH

The room picks up as happy hour approaches. Book earlier rather than later.

BOOK  Resy

High Street T W

OLD CITY 12 to 15 min

FOOD FORWARD BACK ROOM

The best bakery driven cooking downtown. The bread program is the reason
to come and the sandwiches are built on it.

USE IT FOR

The best bread and the best lunch cooking within reach of the hotel, plus a
back room with its own bar for a private meeting.

WATCH

Closed Monday, and parties over six need arranging in advance.

BOOK  OpenTable, sixty day window

Parc M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

RECOGNIZABLE BRASSERIE

Stephen Starr’s French brasserie, the closest thing Philadelphia has to a
Paris cafe. Steak frites, onion soup, a real baguette, and a raw bar.

USE IT FOR

The recognizable Philadelphia lunch on the square. Always a solid choice. You
can never go wrong with Parc. Perfect for any company. Service that does not
slow down.

WATCH

Loud and busy at peak. Ask for something out of the way, not the middle.

BOOK  OpenTable

The Dandelion M T W

RITTENHOUSE 14 to 16 min

CONSERVATIVE SEVERAL ROOMS

Starr’s British pub, done properly. Fish and chips, a scotch egg, shepherd’s
pie, and a real beer list.

USE IT FOR

Anyone who wants a corner and ninety minutes. A pub done properly across
several floors, so there is almost always a room at the right volume.

WATCH

Room selection is the whole game. Ask when you book.

BOOK  OpenTable

Vernick Coffee Bar M T W

LOGAN SQUARE 12 to 14 min

WORKROOM POLISHED

Greg Vernick’s cafe, from the same kitchen that runs Vernick Fish. Pastry in
the morning, a short sharp lunch menu after.

USE IT FOR

A working lunch that does not take up too much of your time. Table service, a
short menu, and a room where nobody minds that you brought a laptop.

WATCH

Weekdays only, and the kitchen stops at 2:30. Not a late lunch.

BOOK  Reservation form on the restaurant site

Lacroix M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

CONSERVATIVE PRIVATE ROOMS

Modern American in a hotel dining room that takes breakfast seriously. The
Sunday brunch is an institution.

USE IT FOR

A long lunch with someone who would find anything trendier a distraction.
Composed service, a room that isn’t too
loud, even at capacity, and two private rooms in the same building if the table
grows.

WATCH

The longest morning walk in this guide. Leave twenty minutes.

BOOK  Hotel site or OpenTable

THE LUNCH CALL Darling Jack’s is the default because it costs you nothing to arrange. High Street is the better meal and it is closed
Monday, so it is a Tuesday or Wednesday decision you make in advance. Lacroix and Vernick Coffee Bar both hold

a polished ninety minutes if the conversation needs to go long.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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Drinks
A good bar and a good business room are not the same thing.

Library Bar M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

CONVERSATION PREMIUM

Cocktails and a short bar menu. You are here for the room and the drink,
not the plate.

USE IT FOR

A meaningful conversation. The room was built for people to sit and talk to
each other, which is rarer than it sounds.

WATCH

Confirm seating before you commit. Live music starts later in the week, not
Monday through Wednesday.

BOOK  Direct with the hotel

Darling Jack’s Tavern M T W

MIDTOWN VILLAGE 5 min

DEFAULT LOW FRICTION

American tavern with an Italian American lean. LaFrieda smash burger,
wood fired pizza, roast chicken, pasta. Nothing on it will start an argument.

USE IT FOR

A drink in ten minutes, because the session ran long. Five minutes from the
lobby, a bar you can walk into, and a table if you call ahead.

WATCH

Reserve a table for anything consequential. The bar gets loud after 5:30.

BOOK  Resy

Loch Bar M T W

RITTENHOUSE 12 to 14 min

SEAFOOD GROUP READY

Raw bar and seafood towers, plus a crab cake worth ordering. The tower is
the move for four people who have not settled on dinner.

USE IT FOR

Four people, a tower, and a drink before anyone commits to dinner. It takes
reservations and it absorbs a group that grows, which is the difference that
matters when a colleague brings someone.

WATCH

Live music changes the room later in the evening. Go early.

BOOK  OpenTable

Vernick Fish, bar M T W

LOGAN SQUARE 12 to 14 min

PREMIUM WALK IN

Greg Vernick’s seafood bar. The oysters are the best in this guide and the
crudo is close behind.

USE IT FOR

A polished start before a dinner in the same tower. Opens daily at 4:30, serious
cocktails, and the best oysters in this guide served at a bar.

WATCH

Bar seats are not reserved. Do not stake a consequential meeting on an open
seat.

BOOK  Walk in at the bar. Reservations for the dining room

The Dandelion M T W

RITTENHOUSE 14 to 16 min

CONSERVATIVE SEVERAL ROOMS

Starr’s British pub, done properly. Fish and chips, a scotch egg, shepherd’s
pie, and a real beer list.

USE IT FOR

A slower drink with food, when neither of you has anywhere to be. Several
rooms at different volumes and a kitchen that runs late, so a drink can become
dinner.

WATCH

Ask for a room when you book. The ground floor is the loudest.

BOOK  OpenTable

Double Knot M T W

MIDTOWN VILLAGE 5 min

CLOSE LIVELY

Coffee upstairs, Japanese downstairs. Sushi, robata skewers off the grill, and
a serious cocktail list in the dark room below.

USE IT FOR

A drink that might turn into dinner, with someone you already know. Five
minutes away, genuinely stylish, and a great room to be social with old friends.

WATCH

Dark and loud downstairs. Wrong room for anything confidential.

BOOK  Direct

THE DISTINCTION WORTH
KNOWING

Loch Bar and the Vernick Fish bar are both seafood and cocktails, and people treat them as interchangeable. They
are not. Loch Bar takes reservations and absorbs a group that grows. Vernick Fish does not reserve bar seats.

When a colleague texts that they are bringing someone, that difference matters more than which room is nicer.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.

V

V V
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Dinner, the six that carry the week
For dinner, stop optimizing for the shortest walk.

✦ Vetri Cucina M T W

WASHINGTON SQ 8 to 10 min

INSTITUTION

Marc Vetri’s Italian tasting menu, the benchmark for thirty years. The
spinach gnocchi and the almond tortellini are dishes people still describe
years later.

USE IT FOR

The dinner you are trying to be remembered for. A townhouse, a dozen tables,
and a tasting menu that has anchored Philadelphia fine dining for three
decades.

WATCH

Long format, few seats, and a high bill at the end. Book the day you know the
date.

BOOK  OpenTable

Kalaya M T W

FISHTOWN 10 to 15 min ride

CURRENT STATEMENT JAMES BEARD

Southern Thai from Chutatip Suntaranon, cooking her mother’s recipes
with no adjustment for an American palate. Crab curry, whole fish, and
heat that is the point rather than a warning.

USE IT FOR

When dinner itself is the point and your guest reads restaurant press. The most
discussed Thai cooking in the country right now, in a room with real energy,
and open on Monday when much of the city is not.

WATCH

Parties of five and up may be routed into a set menu. Ask when you book. The
room can get loud.

BOOK  Resy

Zahav T W

SOCIETY HILL Short ride

PRESTIGE MUST KNOW JAMES BEARD

Michael Solomonov’s Israeli cooking, and the restaurant that changed how
America eats hummus. The hummus tehina and the wood grilled lamb
shoulder are the order.

USE IT FOR

The guest who will ask whether you got into Zahav. The Philadelphia
restaurant with a national reputation, and the hospitality is the reason rather
than the hype.

WATCH

Closed Monday, four week booking release, fixed menu structure. Set a
calendar reminder for the release.

BOOK  Resy, four weeks ahead to the day

Vernick Fish M T W

LOGAN SQUARE 12 to 14 min

EXECUTIVE SAFEST JAMES BEARD

Greg Vernick’s seafood room. Wood fired whole fish, a raw bar that holds up
anywhere, and vegetables treated as seriously as the protein.

USE IT FOR

A dinner that has to go right with someone senior. Daily service, a room that
stays composed at capacity, a reservation you can actually get, and a private
room if the party grows. 

WATCH

Reservations larger than 6 require a pre fixe menu.

BOOK  Restaurant site

Talula’s Garden M T W

WASHINGTON SQ 12 to 14 min

WARM MONDAY

Farm driven American with a cheese program that is genuinely a
destination. Ask the cart to build the table a board and let it run.

USE IT FOR

A dinner on the first night, when half the city is closed. A courtyard, a cheese
program worth the detour, and warm, memorable service.

WATCH

Popular, and some rooms are lively. Reserve early and ask for the garden side.

BOOK  OpenTable

✦ Gran Caffe L’Aquila M T W

RITTENHOUSE 14 to 16 min

SEATED BREAKFAST

Abruzzese, with the most serious Italian coffee and gelato program in the
city. The gelato is made in house by a world championship gelato maker and
the wine list runs deep into central Italy.

USE IT FOR

The dinner where the headcount changed twice today. It books from two to a
hundred, the menu satisfies a table that cannot agree, and it is open all three
nights. The best Italian in the city.

WATCH

Cafe volume rather than private club. Right for most business dinners, wrong
for a confidential one.

BOOK  OpenTable to four. Direct for five or more

THE RIDE IS WORTH IT The instinct at a conference is to stay close, and for breakfast and lunch that is right. For dinner it's wrong. Kalaya

and Zahav are the two restaurants your guest will remember, and both require a car. Vetri is a ten minute walk. Save
the proximity argument for the meals where the schedule is actually tight.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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Dinner, four more plays
Held in reserve for a shifting headcount, a mixed table, and the guest who wants
something familiar.

Spice Finch M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

MIXED DIETS PRIVATE ROOMS

Modern Mediterranean from Jennifer Carroll, a Philadelphia native with
nine years at Le Bernardin behind her. Mezze, wood grilled fish and meat,
and vegetables that carry the table.

USE IT FOR

A table with a vegetarian, an allergy, and someone who wants a steak. Mezze
and shared plates. Something for everyone.

WATCH

Dinner only on weeknights and the kitchen closes around 9:00. Book at seven,
not eight.

BOOK  Restaurant site or OpenTable

Barclay Prime M T W

RITTENHOUSE 15 to 17 min

EXECUTIVE PRIVATE

Starr’s premium steakhouse, dry aged and conventional in the best way. It
also serves a hundred+ dollar cheesesteak with wagyu and truffle with a split
of champagne.

USE IT FOR

The partner dinner where the room needs to say you take them seriously.
Premium steakhouse with plenty of private rooms.

WATCH

Expensive and deliberately conventional.

BOOK  OpenTable

Butcher and Singer M T W

RITTENHOUSE 12 to 14 min

CLASSIC EASY YES

Starr again, a 1920s chophouse menu to match the room. Shrimp cocktail,
a wedge, a dry aged strip, creamed spinach. A classic.

USE IT FOR

A guest who will be happy the moment they walk in. A 1920s brokerage floor
turned steakhouse, with the ceilings and the leather to match. Nobody has
ever needed this one explained.

WATCH

Heavier food.

BOOK  OpenTable

Alpen Rose M T W

MIDTOWN VILLAGE 5 min

CLOSEST INTIMATE

A small steakhouse with an Alpine accent. Dry aged beef, a strong raw bar,
and a Wellington to be remembered.

USE IT FOR

A small steakhouse with plenty of personality, close enough to walk.

WATCH

Small number of tables. This one goes early.

BOOK  Resy

Which steakhouse, and when
Philadelphia is deep here, and the crowd loves their steakhouses. The question is not which is best. It’s which fits the meeting.

Barclay Prime when you need private room control
and want to show off.

Butcher and Singer when the guest should be
happy before the menus arrive.

Alpen Rose when you have five minutes and want
personality over polish.

If these are booked
Six more rooms that would have made the guide with two more pages. All are bookable and all are open Monday unless noted.

Estia
BROAD AND LOCUST

Greek, conservative, and the widest private room
range downtown. The answer when the number keeps
climbing.

Rittenhouse Grill
THE WARWICK

The old Prime Rib. Leopard carpet, live piano, and
private rooms from twelve to sixty five.

Suraya
FISHTOWN

Levantine, warm, and built for sharing. A good second
choice if Kalaya is gone.

Enswell
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN MINUTES

Small, quiet, and good for a partner dinner without
steakhouse formality.

Continental Midtown
RITTENHOUSE

Starr’s retro room at 18th and Chestnut. Global small
plates, a long martini list, and a rooftop deck. Fun
rather than quiet.

Butcher Bar
RITTENHOUSE

Meat forward and comfortable, built around a wood
fired grill, with a year round patio and a private room.
Easier to get into than the steakhouses.

NetDiligence Philadelphia, October 5 to 7, 2026 Verify hours and reservations before you book.
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The Philadelphia questions
Someone will ask about the cheesesteak. Have an answer ready that is better
than a shrug.

Reading Terminal Market 2 to 4 min walk

ORIENTATION

Do not overthink Reading Terminal. It is two minutes away and gives an out

of town guest more Philadelphia in twenty minutes than almost anything else
you can fit between sessions.

The Pennsylvania Dutch and Amish stalls trade Wednesday to Saturday only, so
on Monday and Tuesday that whole corner is shuttered. Most merchants close
by late afternoon, and it is never a quiet room.

DiNic’s roast pork Inside Reading Terminal

THE LOCAL ANSWER

Roast pork, not cheesesteak, is the sandwich Philadelphians actually argue

about, and the Travel Channel once called this one the best sandwich in
America. Order it the local way, sharp provolone with broccoli rabe and long

hots.

Open all week. Counter service and a line. Fine for a colleague, wrong for a
partner.

John’s Roast Pork 15 to 20 min ride

WORTH THE TRIP

The best version in the city, and pointedly absent from the Michelin list, which

local critics have not let go of. Both the roast pork and the cheesesteak are
worth the ride.

Closed Sunday and Monday. Picnic tables and paper. Plan accordingly.

Angelo’s Pizzeria 10 to 15 min ride

THE CURRENT ANSWER

The cheesesteak Philadelphia food people actually name, and now a

Michelin Bib Gourmand alongside Dalessandro’s and Del Rossi’s. Worth
knowing even if you never go.

No reservations, no seating, cash only, and a line that starts early.

Reading Terminal is the real advantage
It is two to four minutes from the Loews entrance, which is closer than most attendees will get to anything all week. Twenty minutes there gives an out of
town guest more Philadelphia than an hour anywhere else, and it costs you nothing but the walk.
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WHAT WE LEFT OUT 13

What we left out, and why
Michelin came to Philadelphia for the first time in November 2025. Three stars,
ten Bib Gourmands, and three of the Bibs went to cheesesteak counters, which
tells you most of what you need to know about this city. None of the starred
rooms is a good summit booking. Know them anyway.

RESTAURANT STANDING WHY IT IS NOT A DEFAULT THIS WEEK

Friday Saturday Sunday One Michelin star Chad and Hanna Williams, contemporary American, Rittenhouse. Only
Wednesday overlaps and the tasting runs long.

Provenance One Michelin star Nicholas Bazik cooking French Korean in a Society Hill rowhouse. Tiny, and the
hardest table in the city right now.

Her Place Supper Club One Michelin star A counter and a set menu, and the warmest dining room in Philadelphia. Books
out well past this conference.

Royal Sushi and Izakaya Bib Gourmand The izakaya took the Bib and the omakase counter was passed over, which local
critics read as inspectors failing to get a seat.

Dizengoff and Laser Wolf Bib Gourmand, and the Solomonov family Hummus at lunch, Israeli grill at dinner. Both are better answers on a fourth day
than a conference day.

Pizzeria Beddia Bib Gourmand, Fishtown Once called the best pizza in America. Still excellent, still not a meeting.

The cheesesteak question Three with Bib Gourmand Angelo’s, Dalessandro’s and Del Rossi’s .

What this is
This is a Center City operating brief for three specific days, not a ranking of all Philadelphia dining. The city is deeper than twenty two rooms and the best
meal you could eat here may not even be on the list. This guide is designed to help you find a perfect venue for your meetings. 

IF YOU HAVE A FOURTH NIGHT Everything on this page becomes a good idea the moment the conference is not the reason you are here. Laser
Wolf, Friday Saturday Sunday for a real dinner, and an evening in Fishtown are the three things a Philadelphian

would tell you to do with an extra day.
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WHEN IT BECOMES A GROUP 14

When it becomes a group
For the dinner that starts at four people and ends at fourteen, and for the co
hosted event that needs a room of its own.

ROOM PUBLISHED CAPACITY BEST FOR

Barclay Prime 40 seated, 65 reception, about 110 for
the full room

Partner dinner with real room control

Spice Finch Two rooms at roughly 30 each The awkward 25 to 30 seated dinner that most rooms cannot take

Lacroix 16 in La Serre, 28 seated in Lily’s Board meeting format and intimate private dinners

Estia 6 to 14, 15 to 36, and combinations
well beyond

The widest published range if the number is still moving

The Dandelion 22, 45, and about 70 combined Several rooms with genuinely different character

High Street 40 seated, 70 standing, back room with
its own bar

A locally credible room you can present in

Vetri Cucina 22 in the private room, 10 at the
counter

The best food experience available

Gran Caffe L’Aquila 8 to 100 seated, up to 150 reception Practical flexibility across almost any size

Vernick Fish Dedicated room, capacity not reliably
published

Polished seafood with executive utility. Get the number in writing

Four Seasons, Fairmount
rooms

18 each, 50 seated or 75 reception
combined

High rise private dinners with proper audio visual

Confirm every number in writing
The capacities above come from venue and platform listings, and
several are inconsistent between sources. Vernick Fish publishes a

dedicated room without a stable public number. Treat all of these as a

starting point for a conversation with group sales.

On budget
Minimums move by date, menu, beverage, and room, so a number
printed here would be wrong by October. Assume the Four Seasons

function rooms, full buyouts, and tasting menu dinners are large

budget commitments and ask early.

HOW TO ASK When we ask about a private room, we want four things in writing: capacity, the food and beverage minimum,
whether tax and service are included, and what happens if the headcount drops. A quote that sounds like five

thousand can become nearly seven very quickly.
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S C R E E N S H O T  T H I S  P A G E

The whole guide, one screen
BREAKFAST The Wayward / Gran Caffe / Parc Wayward when you are in a rush. Gran Caffe when the meeting matters.

COFFEE La Colombe / Vernick Coffee Bar La Colombe for speed. Vernick for a seated workroom.

LUNCH Darling Jack’s / High Street / Lacroix Darling Jack’s by default. High Street is Tuesday and Wednesday only.

DRINKS Library Bar / Darling Jack’s / Loch Bar Library Bar to talk. Loch Bar for a group and a tower.

DINNER Gran Caffe / Vetri / Kalaya / Vernick
Fish

Gran Caffe when it should be easy. Vetri for the institution. Vernick Fish
when it cannot go wrong.

MIXED DIETS Spice Finch Book at 7:00. The kitchen closes around 9:00.

STEAK Barclay Prime / Butcher and Singer /
Alpen Rose

Barclay for private. Alpen Rose when you have five minutes.

MONDAY Vetri / Kalaya / Talula’s / Vernick Fish High Street and Zahav are closed.

DO NOT DEFAULT Friday Saturday Sunday / Her Place
Supper Club

Excellent restaurants, wrong shape for a three day summit.



F I E L D  E D I T I O N

A B O U T  T H I S  G U I D E

Instead of another branded backpack, we
made you something useful.
Lyra Recovery is a global recovery firm with over 5,000 engineers across the

US, Canada, UK, Ireland, Australia, and New Zealand. Our team consists of

former carriers, lawyers, and forensics experts, among other expertise, so we

know what our partners are looking for when it comes to services. We'd love to

support your team.

Report an Incident at: Help@LyraRecovery.com

Written by a local with a passion for both food and making sure people find the

perfect restaurant. We know how much effort goes into planning for these

conferences, and we hope this guide helps make things a little easier for you. 

W H O  P U T  T H I S  T O G E T H E R

Luke Green
Chief Innovation and Strategy Officer, Lyra Recovery
LGreen@LyraRecovery.com

If we got something wrong, or your favorite room is missing, tell us.
The next edition is Miami.

S T A N D I N G  D I S C L A I M E R

Static planning research, verified August 2026. Not affiliated with NetDiligence, Loews Philadelphia,
or any venue listed. No venue paid to appear and none was asked to. Confirm hours, capacities, and
reservation terms before you book. The V mark flags restaurants we believe offer vegetarian options,

but menus change and kitchens vary. Verify vegetarian options yourself before you rely on them.
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